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fall down and worship Him. It may have been so ;
but if the man who best represents the ideas of early
Christians were to enter a respectable society of to-
day, would it not be more likely to send for the
police ? When we consider such changes, and mark
in another direction how the dogmas which once set
half the world to cut the throats of the other half,
have sunk into mere combinations of hard words, can
we seriously look to the maintenance of dogmas,
even in the teeth of reason, as a guarantee for ethical
convictions ? What you call retaining the only base
of morality, appears to us to be trying to associate
morality with dogmas essentially arbitrary and
unreasonable.

From this point of view it is naturally our opinion
that we should promote all thorough discussion of
great ethical problems in a spirit and by methods
which are independent of the orthodox dogmas.
There are many such problems undoubtedly of the
highest importance. The root of all the great social
questions of which I have spoken lies in the region
of Ethics; and upon that point, at least, we can go
along with much that is said upon the orthodox side.
We cannot, indeed, agree that Ethics can be ade-
quately treated by men pledged to ancient traditions,
employing antiquated methods, and always tempted
to have an eye to the interest of their own creeds